Moving Forward: Preventing Water Shortage For Nevada by Blandon, Sandra & Lyon, Brianna
  
     
 
      
           
       
          
      
 
   
 
      
            
         
            
           
          
          
  
 
   
           
            
            
                 
            
          
     
 
   
      
       
      
      
        
           
          
    
 
       
         
          
         
          
         
           
          
            
         
          
   
 
    
           
          









   
     
 
        
          
      
 
          
      
  
 
           
         
   
 
     
   
         
 
         





         
          
       
 
   
        
         






         





         












RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2012 
www.PosterPresentations.com 
   
          
       
                       
Southern Nevada is located in the arid Mojave Desert, which 
averages about 4 inches of rain each year. Southern Nevada gets 
about 90% of its water supply from the Colorado River. Seven 
western states and Mexico share the river. This means that The 




Possible Solutions: The Southern Nevada Water Authority offers 
many tips to Nevadans that enable water conservation. These tips 
include: 
• Only run dishwashers and washing machines when they are 
completely full.  
• Replace any showerhead that allows a flow of more than 2.5 
gallons per minute with those that have a flow rating of 2.0 to 2.5 
gallons per minute. 
•  Replace your grass with a desert friendly landscape. SNWA 
offers a program that may reward some residents with cash 
incentives.  
• If  a Nevadan chooses not to convert to a desert friendly 
landscape they should  water  their plants 1day per week or less 
during the winter , 2 days per week during spring and fall, and 3 
days per week during the summer. 
An additional Lake Mead  pipeline that is under construction may 
also serve as a solution. This pipeline would enable water from the 
Hoover Dam to flow to Las Vegas. 
 
Conclusion 
Southern Nevada is located in a marginalized environment. The 
population of Southern Nevada has rapidly grown. Thus, there is a 
small amount of water for a huge population. However, there are 
steps that Nevadans can take to help this problem. Decreasing 
water use and water waste is essential to long-term sustainability in 
the desert. If steps aren’t taken to conserve water then water supply 
will decrease significantly and the possibility of  Nevadans not 






"Colorado River." Colorado River. Southern Nevada Wather Authority, 2012. Web. 23 
Oct. 2012. http://www.snwa.com/ws/river.html. 
  
Fleck, John, and Mark Frauenfelder. "High Good, Low Bad. Lake Mead Elevations 
1999-2009 | Chance of Rain." High Good, Low Bad. Lake Mead Elevations 1999-2009 | 




Gelt, Joe. "Sharing Colorado River Water: History, Public Policy and the Colorado 
RiverCompact." Sharing Colorado River Water. N.p., Aug. 1997. Web. 15 Oct. 2012. 
http://arizonaenergy.org/WaterEnergy/sharing_colorado_river_water.htm. 
  
Lawerence, Edward. "8 News NOWClock Is Ticking on Las Vegas' Water Supply." 
Clock Is Ticking on Las Vegas' Water Supply. N.p., 22 Apr. 2011. Web. 30 Nov. 2012. 
http://www.8newsnow.com/story/6943263/clock-is-ticking-on-las-vegas-water-supply. 
  
"SNWA Water Smart Calendar." Las Vegas Valley Water District. N.p., 2012. Web. 15 
Oct. 2012. http://www.lvvwd.com/. 
  
Ritter, Ken. "Lake Mead Pipeline Project Risky but Vital to Las Vegas' Future." - The 




Nevada receives 300,000 acre-feet per year of Colorado River water 
under the Law of the River compacts. When the allocation was 
assigned Nevada only had a population of 77,000. Today, Nevada’s 
population is rapidly growing. Over 2 million people reside in 
Southern Nevada. Unfortunately, The Colorado River system is 
facing the worst drought on record and the water level of Lake 
Mead, which serves as a reservoir, has dropped. This poses a 
problem; a small amount of water for a huge population. Reducing 
water use and water waste is essential to long-term sustainability in 
the desert.  
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